
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA  
TO STORE SOCIETY ARCHIVES 

 
In January, postcards were sent to all 
members giving them advance notice of our 
March meeting and of our request that 
members’ records, photos, articles, etc. 
pertaining to the Society and/or Peter 
Francisco be donated to the Library of 
Virginia.   
 
Since the Library will catalog, maintain and 
store these records, this is your opportunity to 
find a permanent home for any such information 
in your possession and to know that it will not be 
lost or destroyed in the future.  Please have your 
records in good order and/or in labeled files.  Hard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
copies only, please.  You will be helping to 
preserve the history of the Society and of Peter 
Francisco and to make our archives available for 
future generations.    
 
If you plan to attend the Society’s meeting at 
the Library at 800 East Broad Street, 
Richmond, VA, on Saturday, March 16, you 
may bring your records at that time. 
 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
please mail or deliver your records to: 
Library of Virginia, State Records Center, 
Archives Reading Room, 1998 Charles City 
Road, Richmond, Virginia 23231 (phone 
804.692.3888)   
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Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco 
requests the honor of your presence at its meeting 

 
In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Peter Francisco Day in Virginia 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2013 

1:00 P.M. 
  

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA 
800 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 

804.692.3500 
 

Guest Speaker:  Archives Librarian 
 

Followed by a wreath-laying ceremony at the Gravesite of Peter Francisco in Shockoe Hill Cemetery 
 

~Please bring your records, articles, labeled photographs  
and any other information to be stored at the Library for future reference and study ~ 



 
 

SOCIETY MEETING IN SCOTCHTOWN 
 
The Society held its annual meeting and luncheon 
on October 21, 2012, at the Iron Horse Restaurant 
in Ashland, Virginia.  Members also participated 
in a private tour of Scotchtown, restored home of 
Patrick Henry in Beaverdam, Virginia.  Henry 
lived at Scotchtown when he formulated the idea 
for his “give me liberty, or give me death speech” 
which he orated at St. John’s Church in Richmond 
on March 23, 1775.  Peter Francisco stood outside 
of a church window that day to hear Henry’s 
famous speech and immediately wanted to enlist 
in the Colonial army.  However, he was too young 
and had to wait another year before enlisting and 
serving in the American Revolution. 
 

 
 

 
Scotchtown – Home of Patrick Henry 

Genealogy of Peter Francisco and 
Catherine Fauntleroy Brooke 

 
Many of you may have already been contacted by 
Sue Terminella who is compiling the genealogy of 
Peter Francisco and his second wife, Catherine 
Fauntleroy Brooke, for inclusion on the Society’s 
website www.peterfrancisco.org. If you are 
descended from one of their four children: Susan 
Brooke; Catherine Fauntleroy; Benjamin Morris; 
or Peter Johnson, please mail your genealogy to 
Sue Terminella, 11402 Lindenshire Lane, Henrico, 
VA 23238; or email it to terminella@mac.com.  
Please include full names; dates of births, 
marriages, and deaths, and where these events 
took place; occupations; education; and any other 
pertinent information. 
 
The genealogy of Peter and his first wife, 
Susannah Anderson, is already included on our 
website. If you are descended through that line, 
please check your family’s information and advise 
1st Vice President Erin Mwalwanda of any 
changes. 
 

Scholarship Committee 
 
Our Scholarship Committee members, Libby 
McLeod, Jane McCroskey and Chad Pike, are 
nearing completion of the criteria for applications. 
It is their hope that the first $500 Peter Francisco 
Scholarship will be awarded in May 2013.   
 
At our October 2012 meeting, members approved 
the motion for funding for the scholarship to be 
primarily from donations by members.  If you 
would like to make a donation to the scholarship 
fund, please send a check made payable to SDPF 
to Anne Wilson, Treasurer, 2613 Moray Lane, 
Cedar Park, TX 78613.  Be sure to designate 
“scholarship fund” on your check and if you 
would like your donation to be in memory or 
honor of a loved one.  Donors will be listed in 
future newsletters. 
   

~ AMONG OUR MEMBERS ~ 
 
A donation for the portrait of Peter Francisco 
which was presented to Buckingham County, 
Virginia, was received from Penny Geiger of 
Tappahannock, VA. 
 
Our condolences are extended to the family of 
Pauline P. Word of Farmville, Virginia, a member 
of the Society since 1986.  Pauline also had served 
as a docent at the Housewright House Museum in 
Buckingham, Virginia, which houses an exhibit 
about Peter Francisco. 



Being a member of the Society … Personal 
Being a committee member … Purposeful 

Being an Officer … Priceless! 
 
The Society has a membership of about 150 active 
members; however, most of the work of the 
Society is administered by only a few of our 
members.  President Libby McLeod not only 
helps plan and lead our business meetings and 
takes care of many details, including the purchase 
of portraits, plaques, etc., but is also active in 
promoting Peter by attending related events. 
 
1st Vice President Erin Mwalwanda helps in 
planning meetings, creates our magnets and 
notecards, assists in special mailings, serves as 
liaison between our members and our webmaster, 
and is writer/editor of our bi-annual newsletters.  
2nd Vice President Edith Buckley helps in 
planning meetings and procuring guest speakers, 
and serves as historian/advisor.  In addition to 
her usual duties as Treasurer, Anne Wilson helps 
in planning meetings, maintaining membership 
and mailing lists, purchasing/packaging 
Christmas ornaments, and special mailings, and is 
writer/editor of our newsletters.  Upon the 
resignation of Kirsten Lloyd, the position of 
Recording Secretary is vacant and we need a 
volunteer to serve in this position to take minutes 
at our annual meetings. 
 
Committee members are as follows: Archives - 
Sue Terminella; Fundraising - Anne Wilson, Erin 
Mwalwanda, Jane McCroskey; Membership & 
Genealogy – Don Pruitt, Sue Terminella; 
Nominating (as needed); Scholarship – Libby 
McLeod, Jane McCroskey, Chad Pike; and 
Website – Cynthia Verdow.   
 
Volunteers include Gail Coffman who serves as 
Historical Advisor and is assisting in DNA 
testing, Anne Linares who assists annually with 
obtaining the Proclamation for Peter Francisco 
Day and helps maintain Peter’s gravesite in 
Shockoe Hill Cemetery, and others who help with 
setup/cleanup and collections at meetings. 
By accepting the responsibility to serve as a 
committee member or as an officer, you will 
further your understanding of how the Society 
works and help achieve its purpose through a 
variety of means.  The time commitment is 
minimal, the sense of achievement will make you 
proud, and the first-hand experience will increase 
your knowledge and make you a better 
ambassador for Peter Francisco and the Society! 
Please email President Libby McLeod at 
lib1dog2@yahoo.com to volunteer.   

Peter Francisco Portrait presented to 
Buckingham Board of Supervisors 

 
The Buckingham County Board of Supervisors 
held its first meeting in the Peter Francisco 
Auditorium of the new county administration 
building on October 9, 2012.    Society President 
Libby McLeod and 2nd Vice President Edith 
Buckley presented Chairman Monroe Snoddy, 
County Administrator Rebecca Carter, and other 
members of the Board with a framed portrait of 
Peter Francisco which will hang at the doorway 
into the auditorium. 
 
Libby gave a brief history of Peter Francisco and 
expressed her gratitude to the Board for naming 
the auditorium after him.  A plaque accom-
panying the portrait reads:  
 

“Peter Francisco – Hero of the American Revolution 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Delegates 1825-1831 

Revered Resident of Buckingham County” 
 
One of the Supervisors, Bill Talbert, who named 
his auction company after Peter, stated, “in 40 
years people have found out more about Peter 
Francisco by my being in the auction business 
than they ever have in history books.”  His 
statement reinforces the necessity for the Society 
to continue with its purpose “to compile and 
maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco 
and his descendants and to give him his rightful place 
in history.”    
 

 
President Libby McLeod presenting portrait 

 
 

DNA Testing 
 
Gail Coffman has made arrangements for a male 
Francisco descendant/member of the Society to 
have DNA testing to determine the ancestry of 
Peter Francisco.  
 
You will want to be present at our March 16 meeting 
to learn the results!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO 
 
 

www.peterfrancisco.org 
 
 

Purpose:  To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco 
            and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history. 

 
 

President                   1st Vice President          2nd Vice President 
Elizabeth M. “Libby” McLeod Erin E. W. Mwalwanda          Edith F. Buckley 
3105 Craiglawn Road  2602 Bonnyrigg Court          4019 Olley Lane #210 
Beltsville, MD 20705  Cedar Park, TX 78613          Fairfax, VA 22032 
804.245.6770       512.626.7465           703.249.5159  
lib1dog2@yahoo.com                SDPF2000@aol.com               edith_buckley@yahoo.com              
    
Treasurer    Recording Secretary         Corresponding Secretary 
Anne C. Wilson            – open –                  – open – 
2613 Moray Lane      
Cedar Park, TX 78613   
512.636.8197    
annecw1@aol.com     

 
 

If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,” 
please send it to writers/editors: Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda 



 

MEMBERSHIP AND FUNDRAISERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN FORM 
 

Please send ___ magnets at $3.00 each, plus $1.00 shipping & handling. 
 
Please send ___ sets of Locust Grove notecards at $12.00 each, plus $1.00 shipping & handling.   
 
____ My check for dues is enclosed.  Name, address, phone number and email address: 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please send completed form and check for dues, magnets & notecards made payable to SDPF to: 

Anne Wilson, Treasurer, 2613 Moray Lane, Cedar Park, TX 78613 
 

Magnets 
 

Our SDPF magnet for 2013 depicts Locust 
Grove, Peter Francisco’s home in 
Buckingham County, Virginia.  Magnets will 
be available for purchase for $3.00 each at 
the March 16 meeting, or for mail orders, 
add $1.00 per order for shipping and 
handling. 
 

Locust Grove Notecards 
 

Locust Grove notecards make unique gifts 
and help spread Peter’s legacy when you 
use them to write to friends and family.   
 
Cost is only $12.00 for 8 cards and 
envelopes, plus $1.00 per order for shipping 
and handling.     

 

Your dues have been paid through ________.  
 

If your dues for 2013 have not been paid, please remit them to remain an active 
member and to continue receiving newsletters and other Society information.   

 

Dues are $10 for adults; $2 for children under 18 years of age. 
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