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DNA TESTING RESULTS
In 2013, SDPF Historical Advisor, Gail Coffman,
financed DNA genealogical genetic testing – the
National Geographic Society, Genographic DNA
Geno 2.0 Project test, the Y-DNA37 Marker
Chromosome test and the Y-DNA Backbone SNP
Chromosome test -- on two, direct-line male
descendants of Peter Francisco.
The Geno 2.0 testing is complete and shows
paternal Mediterranean ancestral origins. The DNA
genetic markers carried by the two volunteer, directline Francisco male descendants are most similar to
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the National Geographic Society, Genographic DNA
Geno 2.0 Project's reference population located in
the Iberian Peninsula -- people native to Spain and
Portugal. According to the test results, centuries
earlier, Peter's family migrated from the northern
portion of the Fertile Crescent area in the Middle
East to the Iberian Peninsula.
The Y-DNA37 Marker Chromosome and the YDNA Backbone SNP Chromosome tests were also
conducted on the same two, direct-line Francisco
male descendants and show the same paternal test
results, with some components of these two DNA
genealogical genetic tests inconclusive.

Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco
requests the pleasure of your company at the

41st Annual Celebration of
Peter Francisco Day in Virginia
Sunday, March 16, 2014
12:30 p.m.
Virginia State Capitol Building
Old Hall of Delegates
Richmond, Virginia
Guest Speaker: Marc Leepson – Historian, Teacher, Journalist and Author
Presentation will include highlights from his book –
Lafayette: Lessons in Leadership from the Idealist General
(Copies will be available for purchase at the meeting)

Special Events: ~Raffle to help fund the Peter Francisco Scholarship ~
Tickets will be available for purchase at the meeting

~ Sale of SDPF Magnets ~

~ Following the meeting, a wreath-laying ceremony will be held at Shockoe Hill Cemetery ~
Prior to the meeting, members are encouraged to deposit their Society or Peter Francisco records in the
Archives of the Library of Virginia, 800 East Broad Street (one block from the Capitol Building).

TO ALL RECIPIENTS
OF SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS
SDPF is going “paperless” for efficiency and to save on
printing and postage. If we already have your email address,
Society newsletters will be sent to you via email rather
than by U.S. mail. Also, if your dues have not been
paid for the current year, a reminder for payment may
be emailed to you. If you have not provided us with your email
address, please do so to begin receiving all information via
email. Please email any updated information (address,
phone, etc.) to annecw1@aol.com.
Edith Buckley, Caroline Corum, Bill Boyer, Penny Geiger
and Libby McLeod enjoy a tour of the grounds of Mount Vernon

OCTOBER ANNUAL MEETING
Mount Vernon, Virginia
Members gathered on October 20, 2013, for the
annual meeting of the Society at the Mount Vernon
Inn Restaurant at Mount Vernon, Virginia. After
enjoying a luncheon of colonial fare, members took a
tour of the historic home of President George
Washington and its grounds which overlook the
Potomac River.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
~ New Webmaster for the Society: Brad Vogler of
Windsor, Colorado
~ Our latest and youngest member : Barret Thomas
Whanger was born February 8, 2014. Proud parents
are Thomas and Kathleen Whanger of Chapel Hill,
North Carolina; proud grandparents are John and
Jane Barret McCroskey of Newport News, Virginia.

IN MEMORY
George “Chuck” B. Geddy, Jr. passed away on May
7, 2011. He was a member of the U.S. Marine Corps
and served in the Pacific in World War II. He is
survived by his wife Helen Barret Geddy; his son and
daughter-in-law, William B. and Margaret Geddy; and
his granddaughter, Lizzy Geddy, -- all members of the
Society living in Macon, Georgia.
J. Stuart Barret, Sr. passed away October 12, 2013.
Stuart was a member of the Richmond Chapter of the
Virginia Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution and was instrumental in having an SAR
marker placed at Peter’s gravesite in Shockoe Hill
Cemetery. He is survived by his wife Claire of
Newport News, Virginia. His children, John S.
McCroskey, Jr. and Jane B. McCroskey; his grandson,
Stuart McCrosky, and his granddaughter Kathleen
Whanger, are all members of the Society.

If you do not have email, you will continue to receive
Society information via U.S. mail. Also, please note the
letter and numbers after your name on your address
label. The letter indicates your type of membership:
D = Descendant
A = Associate (spouse of a Descendant)
F = Friend of the Society
C = Child (under 18 years of age)
The numbers indicate the year through which your dues
have been paid. For example, 2012 means you have
paid dues through 2012 and you need to pay dues for
2013 and 2014. If you have updated information,
please send it to Anne Wilson, Treasurer SDPF, 2613
Moray Lane, Cedar Park, Texas 78613. A form for
use in paying your dues is always included in Society
newsletters.
If you receive complimentary copies of our newsletters and no
longer wish to do so, please advise Anne Wilson and your
name will be removed from our mailing list.

D1 AND D2
COUSINS’ CHALLENGE
Are you a “Susannah” (D1) or a “Catherine” (D2)? If
you are a descendant of Peter Francisco and his first
wife, you are a “Susannah;” if you are a descendant of
Peter and his second wife, you are a “Catherine.”
All “cousins” are challenged to ask other family
members or friends to join the Society – you may even
give memberships as gifts! The “cousin” who adds the
most new members to our roll will receive a special gift.
Will a Susannah or a Catherine be our winner?
Deadline for the challenge is Sunday, March 16 – the
date of the Society’s next meeting.
Be sure to invite your new recruits to attend the
meeting!
THE CHALLENGE IS ON!

~ AMONG OUR MEMBERS ~

PETER FRANCISCO
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Members unanimously voted in October 2012 for the majority of
the funding for the Scholarship to be through donations by
members. Why not take this opportunity to bequeath a specific
amount to the Scholarship Fund or begin making annual
donations to it? All donations are tax deductible.
Donations are being accepted for the second annual
$500 Peter Francisco Memorial Scholarship which will
be presented this spring. The following donations have
been received: Colonials – Elizabeth McLeod and Jan
Umhau; Militia – Travis Bowman; Anne Linares; Chad
Pike; and Betty Thomas, in memory of her mother, Ida
Shorter Craig.
The Scholarship is open to all
graduating seniors. Applications are available on our
website www.peterfrancisco.org.

Lt. Col J. Eric Wilson with his wife Jennifer
and their sons, Connor and Kaiden

~ J. Eric Wilson was promoted to Lt. Colonel in
the U.S. Air Force at a ceremony held January 31,
2014, at Moody Air Force Base, Valdosta, Georgia.
Lt. Col. Wilson holds the following degrees: Master
of Science, Physical Therapy; Dr. of Science,
Orthopaedic Physical Therapy; Dr. of Physical
Therapy; and numerous certifications. He is a Fellow
in Orthopaedic Manual Therapy, and in the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Manual Physical Therapists.
Lt. Colonel Wilson is presently 93rd Air Ground
Operations Wing Director of Human Performance,
Moody Air Force Base.
Eric is the son of Bill and Anne Wilson, Cedar Park,
TX, and the 6th great grandson of Peter Francisco and
his first wife, Susannah Anderson. He and his wife
Jennifer and their sons, Connor and Kaiden, are all
members of the Society.
~ H. Larry Robinson of Concord, NC, accepted the
challenge of President Libby McLeod in her letter to
members in December 2013, and contacted the
Governor of North Carolina, asking that March 15 be
designated “Peter Francisco Day” in North Carolina.
~ Jan Fleet Umhau of Chevy Chase, MD, has
published a new book about Peter Francisco, entitled
Abandoned. Copies are available for purchase online
at Amazon.com.
~ “Just For Kids” Contest – Congratulations to
Camryn Mwalwanda (8) of Cedar Park, Texas, who
won the contest in the September 2013 newsletter by
submitting the following nicknames for Peter
Francisco: The Virginia Giant, The Portuguese
Patriot, and Hercules of the Revolution. Camryn is
the daughter of Christopher and Erin Wilson
Mwalwanda.

The Scholarship Committee is holding a Raffle at
our March 16 meeting to help with funding. (Other
ideas being considered are: the sale of polo shirts or tshirts with a Society logo; a tennis tournament; and/or
corporate sponsorships.) Please contact Libby McLeod
with your suggestions or to volunteer to be a member
of the Scholarship Committee.

~ Items for RAFFLE on March 16 ~
1) DVD, “The Story of Peter Francisco” and book,
Hercules of the Revolution by Travis Bowman
2) Book, Abandoned (a story of Peter Francisco)
by Jan Umhau
3) Sheet of 50 Peter Francisco Stamps – per
Libby McLeod
Raffle Ticket Prices are: 1 ticket for $5;
3 tickets for $10; 10 tickets for $20
If you plan to attend the Society meeting on March 16, be
prepared to purchase your raffle tickets there. If you
cannot attend the meeting, please purchase raffle tickets
before March 16 by using the enclosed form or by
contacting Libby McLeod.

SOCIETY HIRES NEW WEBMASTER
The Board of Officers unanimously voted to hire Mr.
Brad Vogler of Windsor, Colorado, as Webmaster for
the Society website. Brad has been a librarian for nearly
twenty years, and has run the website for Clearview
Library in Windsor for the last two years. He is
rebuilding our Society’s entire site and will make
updates as needed.
He may be contacted at
brad.vogler@gmail.com.
The Board appreciates the efforts of Erin Mwalwanda who
“brought our Society into the 21st Century” by creating our
website in 2000, and of Cynthia Verdow, former webmaster.

2014 FUNDRAISERS
MAGNETS
The Society magnet for 2014 is a copy of the diorama displayed at
Guilford Courthouse National Military Park, NC. It depicts the
counter-attack of the 1st Maryland and Colonel William
Washington’s cavalry during the Battle of March 15, 1781. Peter
Francisco is on the left in the foreground. Magnets will be available
for purchase for $3.00 each at the March 16 meeting. Please add
$1.00 per order for shipping and handling for mail orders.

~ RAFFLE – Sunday, March 16 ~

See Scholarship Committee article for details

Locust Grove Notecards
$12 per set (8 cards and envelopes) + $1.00 S&H per order
Peter Francisco Postcards
5 for $5 -- or take advantage of this special offer -- 15 for only $10
(plus $1.00 S&H per order)
Christmas Ornament Sale – only $6 each, including S&H
Complete or make additions to your collection of the Society’s Limited Edition ornaments.
(* indicates number of ornaments available for purchase)
2003 – Cannon (2*)
2010 - Terra Cotta Watering Can w/”F” (4*)
2012 - Sleigh Bell (5*)
2013 – Pinecone – brown (9*); gold (5*)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PAYMENT FORM
Please complete this form and mail it, along with your check made payable to SDPF, to
Anne Wilson, Treasurer SDPF, 2613 Moray Lane, Cedar Park, TX 78613
The email you received this newsletter in specifies what year your dues have been paid through. Dues should be paid annually in
order to maintain “active” status. However, if you have missed paying for several years, you may become an active member again simply by paying
dues for the current year.
~ Dues are still only $10 for Adults; $2 for Children under 18 years of age ~

Special pricing for dues is currently in effect:

- Pay $25 (instead of $30) for 3 years’ membership and save $5
- Pay $40 (instead of $50) for 5 years’ membership and save $10
- Pay $75 (instead of $100) for 10 years’ membership and save $25
Names: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Dues Paid for Year(s) _____________________________________________________

= $________________

Raffle Tickets: _____ (1 for $5)

= $ ____________

Magnets:

_____ (3 for $10) _____ (10 for $20)

_____ (other)

_____ ($3 each – add $1.00 S&H per order)

= $ ____________

Locust Grove Notecards: _____ sets ($12 per set + $1.00 S&H per order)

= $ ____________

Peter Francisco Postcards: _____ 5 for $5

= $ ____________

_____ 15 for $10 (+ $1.00 S&H per order)

No. Christmas Ornaments @ $6: ___ 2003 ___ 2010 ___ 2012 ___ 2013 brown ___ 2013 gold
TOTAL ENCLOSED:

= $ ____________
= $ ____________

SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO
www.peterfrancisco.org
Purpose: To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco
and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history.

President
Elizabeth M. “Libby” McLeod
3105 Craiglawn Road
Beltsville, MD 20705
804.245.6770
elizabeth.m.mcleod@gmail.com

1st Vice President
Erin E. W. Mwalwanda
2602 Bonnyrigg Court
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.626.7465
SDPF2000@aol.com

2nd Vice President
Edith F. Buckley
4019 Olley Lane #210
Fairfax, VA 22032
703.249.5159
edith_buckley@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Anne C. Wilson
2613 Moray Lane
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.636-8197
annecw1@aol.com

Recording Secretary
Jane McCroskey
16 Horse Pen Road
Newport News, VA 23602
757.877.4870
jnj@mccroskey.com

Corresponding Secretary
~ open~
Historical Advisor
Gail Coffman
gec@kc.rr.com

If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,”
please send it to writers/editors: Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda

