
 

DR. JAMES C. KELLY 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

Dr. James C. Kelly, Director of Museum Programs for 

the U.S. Army Center of Military History, which 

oversees more than 50 museums at military installations 

in the U.S., Germany and the Republic of Korea, will be 

guest speaker at our March 11th meeting.   

 

Before taking his present position, Dr. Kelly served as 

Director of Museums for the Virginia Historical Society  

 

 

 

from 1990-2010. He is also past president of the 

Curators’ Committee of the American Alliance of 

Museums.  Seven exhibits for which he was sole or lead 

curator have received the Award of Merit from the 

American Association for State and Local History.   

 

Included in Dr. Kelly’s publications are: Bound Away: 

Virginia and the Westward Movement; The Virginia 

Landscape: A Cultural History; The Story of Virginia; and 

Jamestown, Quebec, Santa Fe: Three North American 

Beginnings.    
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Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco 
 

cordially invites you and any guests to attend the 
 

 45th Anniversary of Peter Francisco Day in Virginia 
 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 

11:30 a.m. 

 

Capitol Building 

Old House Chamber 

Richmond, Virginia 
 

~ Tour of the Capitol ~ 

Begins at 12:00 noon at the Old House Chamber 

 

~ Guest Speaker: Dr. James C. Kelly ~ 

“Virginia Before and During the Life of Peter Francisco” 

 

~Followed by wreath-laying ceremony at Shockoe Hill Cemetery ~ 

 

 
 



HONORING EDITH MAE 

FRANCISCO BUCKLEY 

 
It was a picture perfect day – Saturday, October 22, 2016 

– sunny, with a slight chill to the air – and the ideal time 

to honor founding member, 2nd Vice President, and 

Lifetime Membership Recipient – Edith Francisco 

Buckley – who will be moving to Oregon in 2017. 

 

Thirty-five members gathered at Seasons Restaurant at 

Colonial Williamsburg for a delicious lunch, business 

meeting, and to honor Edith.  Don Pruitt presented a 

thoroughly researched program about Peter Francisco 

and his connection with the Marquis de Lafayette’s visit 

to Williamsburg in 1824. (See article “Was Peter with 

Lafayette in Williamsburg in October 1824?”) 

 

Edith’s son Scott presented each attendee with a copy 

of Edith’s biography including her accomplishments 

and contributions to the Society.  Anne Wilson emceed 

the program and read excerpts from Edith’s biography; 

then each member thanked Edith for a particular 

contribution to the Society – and honored her with a 

standing ovation. Afterwards, Edith was presented with 

a basket from Colonial Williamsburg filled with a 

colonial tea towel and Society items – Locust Grove 

Notecards, Peter Francisco Postcards, and a 2016 

Christmas Ornament. Also included was a small album 

containing notes from those present and from those 

who were unable to attend, as well as a list of those who 

have made donations to the Scholarship Fund in Edith’s 

honor.  Patrick Paul, who was designated official 

photographer for the event, has provided Edith with 

photos for the album. Edith also received a beautiful 

corsage from Jane McCroskey and a bouquet of red 

roses from Gail Coffman.  

 

Radiant and gracious, as always, Edith appeared to be 

truly humbled for the recognition she was receiving. She 

thanked everyone for coming and for making this one 

of the most memorable days of her life, and she 

reminded us that each one of us is an important part of 

history.  When presented with a framed certificate 

naming her “President Emerita” of the Society, Edith 

was truly overwhelmed and grateful for the honor. 

 
As closure for the event, members gathered on Duke of 

Gloucester Street and then accompanied Edith to her 

carriage – the original carriage used by the colonial 

governor of Virginia and in which Queen Elizabeth II 

of England rode when she visited Williamsburg.  After 

a jubilant send-off, Edith and Scott, along with Bill and 

Anne Wilson, enjoyed a tour of Williamsburg via 

carriage. How fitting for Edith, as a founding member 

of the Society  who has been so faithful to its purpose – 

to compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco 

and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history – 

to end this time of her recognition – in the town where 

the American Revolution began in Virginia!  Edith’s 

thank you letter to the Society is included in this 

newsletter and is available on the Society website 

www.peterfrancisco.org.  

 

 
Edith Francisco Buckley and her son Scott Buckley 

 

 
Jane McCrosky, Libby McLeod and Edith Buckley 

 

 
Edith Buckley receiving her President Emerita certificate 

http://www.peterfrancisco.org/


  
Meeting attendees gather for a photo on  

Duke of Gloucester Street in Colonial Williamsburg 
 

 
Edith Francisco Buckley and Scott Buckley enjoy a private 

carriage tour of Williamsburg with Bill and Anne Wilson 

 
“Was Peter with Lafayette in 

Williamsbug in October 1824?” 

  

Preparing for the SDPF meeting in Williamsburg in October 

2016, I was asked to find out if Peter actually came to that town 

with Lafayette in October 1824, during the marquis' ceremonial 

visit to the United States.  I contacted some fifteen scholarly or 

historical societies in searching this information; the 

following reports are in accounts provided me by The Society of the 

Cincinnati.   

 

In preparing to honor Lafayette during his visit to Virginia in 

1824, the Governor invited Peter, along with many other notables, 

to join the official suite escorting the marquis.  We know from Dr. 

Benjamin Francisco's biography of his father that Peter rode on 

horseback to Yorktown to be at the anniversary ceremonies.  There 

is an eyewitness account of "an old soldier" being warmly greeted 

by Lafayette at Yorktown and telling him that "I fought alongside 

DeKalb."  This almost certainly was Peter, who fought -- and 

rescued a cannon -- at Camden where DeKalb was in 

command.  Also, Dr. Ben's description of his own and his 

siblings' introduction to Lafayette by his father proves that Peter 

was with the marquis in Petersburg when that meeting occurred. 

Finally, there is a note in a news report that Peter was in 

Richmond at the place assigned to him during ceremonies 

there.  Unfortunately, none of this is direct proof that Peter 
accompanied Lafayette to Williamsburg.  But given the facts of the 

Governor's invitation and Dr. Ben's biography, I am almost 

completely confident in stating that Peter was, indeed, at 

Williamsburg with Lafayette in October 1824.  ~Don Pruitt~  

(Article is included on www.peterfrancisco.org under 

About Peter) 
 

 
Don Pruitt presenting at the October meeting 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

It’s that time of the year again for all members to tell 

their family, friends, and local high schools about the 

Peter Francisco Memorial Scholarship!  Information is 

available on the Society’s website 

www.peterfrancisco.org. High school seniors 

graduating in 2017 may apply for a $500 scholarship by 

downloading and completing the application. Deadline 

- April 15.  Scholarship Committee members for 2017 

are Jane McCroskey, Chair; new committee member, 

Linda McLeod; and Anne Wilson.    
 

2017 scholarship donations made in honor of Edith Francisco 

Buckley were received from:  William Brown III; Scott 

Buckley; Gail Coffman; Manuel & Maria Fernandes; 

Elizabeth Finley; Roland Harris; Anne Linares; Don & 

Alla Pruitt; Randy & Gayle Randol; Harold Spainhour; 

Francis & Sue Terminella; and Bill & Anne Wilson.  

Other:  Mark & Jamie Greenough. 
 

Please use the included return form to make  

your donation to the 2017 Scholarship Fund. 

http://www.peterfrancisco.org/
http://www.peterfrancisco.org/


NEW SOCIETY TREASURER 

 

Effective January 1, 2017, the Society has a new 

Treasurer – William Edwards “Ed” Bowman, Jr., of 

Richmond, Virginia, whose grandmother, Sallie 

Bowman, was a founding member of the Society.  Ed 

and his wife Lori have three daughters: Mollie (14), Kate 

(11), and Jane (8).  Ed is President of W. E. Bowman 

Construction, a general contractor that focuses on 

hospital/healthcare construction and historical 

restoration projects (including the restoration of Locust 

Grove), and contracting with the Federal Government 

and the Commonwealth of Virginia.   
 

Ed is active in the community -- serving as a Deacon at 

his church, Committee Leader for Virginia Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce, and Chairman of the 

Associated General Contractors of Virginia. Ed will 

serve as Treasurer pro tem until his official election at our 

October 2017 business meeting.      
  

    
     New Society Treasurer         Outgoing Society Treasurer 

             Ed Bowman                  Anne Wilson (2000-2016) 

 

The Board would like to thank Anne Wilson for her 

years of service to the Society as Treasurer from 2000-

2016 (and as Recording Secretary for part of that time).   

During her term in office, she has not only been 

responsible for overseeing the management and 

reporting of the Society’s finances, but has also created 

modern record-keeping methods for all members and 

prospective members, and has been an invaluable 

member of the Board, offering her organizational 

expertise and advice in all major (and minor) Society 

decisions.  On behalf of all Society members, we are 

grateful for her time and dedication, and look forward 

to her continued involvement in the Society.   
 

As Anne stated, “I have enjoyed being Treasurer, developing 

consistent record-keeping and a process for evaluating scholarship 

candidates, helping to plan meetings and additional activities.  My 

last hurrah as an officer was planning the recognition ceremony for 

Edith Buckley last fall.  It was truly an honor and an act of 

respect and love for Edith.”   

 

“The duties of treasurer are not difficult; however, combined with 

maintaining membership records and mailing lists, serving as 

writer/editor for the newsletters, as well as chairing the 

Fundraising Committee, and other responsibilities, it had become 

too time-consuming. I will, of course, continue to serve in other 

capacities in the Society. I am delighted that Ed has agreed to 

accept this position and know that he will be an asset to the 

Executive Board.” 

 

HENRY L. FRANCISCO 

Richard Francisco, Society member/archaeologist, 

reported that there is a tale that Benjamin Francisco did 

indeed go to Kernstown to see if he could find his son 

Henry’s body, and that he was told there were some 

soldiers buried in an old icehouse.  Nothing more is known 

of this story.  There are unmarked graves at the cemetery 

at “Dr. Ben’s” Horse Shoe Farm in Louisa, Virginia, and 

even one with a missing tombstone; however, there is 

no information as to who is buried in those graves.  

Richard will continue his research as to whether or not 

Henry’s body was found after his death in the Battle of 

Kernstown on March 23, 1862.   

 

CONTEST WINNERS 
 

And the winners are -- Mary Ellen Poindexter of 

Vinton, VA, who, upon receiving her September 2016 

newsletter via email, immediately emailed the Society to 

report that the month of Peter’s death was incorrect on 

the photo of the monument taken in 1964.  

 

Jorge Medeiros of New Bedford, MA, who receives the 

newsletter via U.S. mail, phoned on September 12, with 

the correct answer.  Both Mary Ellen and Jorge will 

receive a year’s free membership in the Society.  Peter 

died on January 16, 1831, not December 16.  Sometime 

after 1964, the incorrect month was covered with a brass 

plaque showing the correct information.    

 

WREATH FOR 

PETER’S GRAVE 

 

The Society made a donation to Friends of Shockoe Hill 

Cemetery for a wreath to be placed at the gravesite of 

Peter Francisco in December 2016.   FOSHC placed 

over 150 wreaths throughout the cemetery in memory 

of ancestors and loved ones.   



PORTRAITS OF PETER AND 

CATHERINE’S CHILDREN 

  

Society members have expressed interest in obtaining 

copies of portraits of Dr. Benjamin Francisco, Catherine 

Fauntleroy Francisco Spotswood, and Susan Brooke 

Francisco Pescud, children of Peter and his second wife 

Catherine Fauntleroy Brooke Francisco.  Size 5x7 prints 

are available for $6.00 each as a fundraiser for the 

Society.  (If you order one of each of the 3 photos, or 

multiple copies of a particular photo, the cost will be 

only $5.00 per copy.) Please let Archives Chair Sue 

Terminella know if you prefer a different sized photo – 

costs will vary according to photo size.  To place your order, 

please contact Sue at sue.terminella@gmail.com or   

804-741-5052.   Photos will be available at the March 

11th meeting.  

 

 
Dr. Benjamin Francisco 

 

  
Catherine Fauntleroy Francisco Spotswood 

 
Susan Brooke Francisco Pescud 

 

RETURN TRIP TO 

TERCEIRA ISLAND 

 

Travis Bowman will be leading a group tour of Peter 

Francisco’s homeland – the Azores - again this summer 

from June 24 - July 2, 2017.  The tour will include visits 

to the Peter Francisco statue (dedicated in 2015), the 

church where Peter was baptized, and other tourist sites 

on Terceira Island.   There’s even a recently discovered 

sunken American Civil War ship -- The Run’her  -- to 

view! The tour will mostly be on Terceira Island; 

however, for those that want more adventure, you can 

join a group which will also visit Pico Island for a couple 

of days.  Cost for the Terceira tour is $2,450 per person, 

or $3,950 per couple.  For more details, contact Travis 

at 704-728-5800 or travis@travisbowman.com. 

 

 

~ AMONG OUR MEMBERS ~ 
 

George Farias of San Antonio, TX, attended a 

conference for the Presidents of the Heritage Societies 

of the U. S. in San Antonio, TX, in October 2016.  

Coordinator for the event, Judge Ed Butler, is past 

President General of the National Society of the Sons 

of the American Revolution, and, at the request of the 

King of Spain, has written a book about Bernardo de 

Galvez, Governor of LA during the American 

Revolution.  George presented copies of William A. 

Moon’s book, Peter Francisco, the Portuguese Patriot, to 

Judge Butler and Lynn Forney Young, President of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution.  As George 

stated, “This is another step to get Peter recognized in the 

mainstream history of America.”     

mailto:sue.terminella@gmail.com
mailto:travis@travisbowman.com


 
 

Arthur Hamilton (age 9, 4th grade) of Denver, PA, 

portrayed Peter Francisco for his school history project.   

Arthur is the great, great grandson of member Betty 

Jean Francisco Finke.  
 

 
Camryn is pictured 2nd from left in the front row 

 

Camryn Mwalwanda (age 11) had the honor of 

performing with world-renowned singer, Andrea 

Bocelli, in Austin, TX, on December 8, when she and 

eleven other students from the Adderley School for 

Performing Arts/Repertory Group were invited to 

accompany Bocelli in Amazing Grace at the Erwin 

Center.  As guest soloist, she performed O Holy Night at 

Austin Baptist Church on Christmas Eve 2016.  Camryn 

lives in Cedar Park, TX, with her parents, Christopher 

and Erin, and her sister Kyan (age 5) -- all members of 

the Society.   
 

Welcome, new members: Arthur Hamilton (age 9) 

of Denver, PA; Janet S. Liffard of Mobile, AL; Joslyn 

Estele Whanger (b. January 8, 2016) of Chapel Hill, 

NC, whose parents, Thomas and Kathleen McCroskey 

Whanger, and brother Barret are all members of the 

Society; and Marlin D. Wilson of Portland, OR. 

Lt Col J. Eric Wilson, Associate Athletic Director for 

Sports Medicine, and Program Director for the USAF 

Tactical Sports and Orthopaedic Manual Physical 

Therapy Fellowship at the US Air Force Academy in 

Colorado Springs, CO, officially retired from the Air 

Force in December 2016, after 20 years of military 

service.  Eric had also served in the U.S. Army for 5 

years before attending college and acquiring his Master’s 

Degree in Physical Therapy from the Medical College of 

Virginia, and doctorates from Rocky Mountain 

University and Regent University.  After retirement, 

Eric, as a civilian, has continued as the Director for the 

Fellowship Program at the Academy.  He and his wife 

Jennifer, and their sons, Connor and Kaiden, are all 

members of the Society.   

 

 
Lt. Col. J. Eric Wilson, retired U.S. Air Force 

 
UNCLE SAM WANTS YOU... 

 

All present and former members of the U.S. Military - 

Please send your military photo, or that of a family 

member (living or deceased, who is/was a Society 

member) to sdpf2000@aol.com for inclusion in a future 

article – “Name the Patriot.”  Many of Peter’s 

descendants and friends of the Society have “followed 

in his footsteps” by actively defending the freedoms for 

which Peter fought so valiantly, and we want to 

recognize and honor them for their service! 

mailto:sdpf2000@aol.com


 

Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco 
www.peterfrancisco.org | sdpf2000@aol.com 

 

Purpose: To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco and his descendants  

 and to give him his rightful place in history.   
 

OFFICERS 

President ~ Elizabeth M. “Libby” McLeod 

1st Vice President ~ Erin E. W. Mwalwanda 

2nd Vice President ~ Edith F. Buckley 

Recording Secretary ~ Jane B. McCroskey 

Corresponding Secretary ~ open 

Treasurer ~ Ed Bowman 

Historical Advisor ~ Gail Coffman 
 

If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,” 

please send it to writers/editors: Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda 

October 2016 

To the Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco 
 

Dear Members All,  
 

It is challenging to find words to express my deep gratitude for your outpouring words of praise at our October meeting in Williamsburg. 

Surely kind words and even some other acts of appreciation were expected, but the experience went so far beyond this that it quite knocked 

me off my feet. Even in hindsight, the overview of that day still lies beyond my “equilibrium.”  
 

First, I wish to thank all who came to honor and celebrate with me — especially those who remembered the Memorial Scholarship. It is 

satisfying to know that the SDPF is now able to help others. Warmest thanks to Anne and the whole Wilson family, who conceived 

and organized the event. I also want to thank Scott, my son, who came from Oregon to escort me for a two-day trip to Williamsburg, 

and thank others who came from out-of-state and other far away places.  
 

It was a perfect fall day, and the luncheon also seemed to match the occasion with beautiful flowers, delicious food and dear friends. The 

President Emerita award lifts me higher in the Society than I have ever been before—and do I love it! Even the “Williamsburg Remember 

Me” towel, which covered the framed award, was a treasure. Before I stop naming these wonderful surprises, let me thank Anne again 

for her role as leader and hostess — and also for the hardbound book of pictures and notes from all.  
 

Thank you, Bill Wilson, for the timely and beloved blessing... Thank you to our Advisor, Gail Coffman, for lovely tall red roses, which 

were later divided among my immediate family and other special guests. Thanks to Don Pruitt, Ph.D. for his research demonstration. 

Don’s research on Peter’s travels to Williamsburg exemplifies what we really care about – solid historical research with clear presentation.  

And, for those of you who were unable to attend, you missed the last scene: Anne said, “No, don’t go to your car. Go to the end of the 

block.” Then we found out... There was a horse-drawn coach... complete with the Queen’s emblem, the one Queen Elizabeth rode through 

Williamsburg long ago. Thank you for a special tour of the Colonial capital – I will remember it for the rest of my life!  
 

Dear friends, you have made me so very happy. I am doubly fortunate to have others appreciate my years working with Peter Francisco’s 

story, when actually the work with PF was my joy. The booklet that was distributed to all tells the story and is priceless. Thank you.  
 

With fond love to all,  
 

Edith  

 

http://www.peterfrancisco.org/


~ Please Help the Society “Go Green” ~                                                                                 

If you use email, but receive newsletters via U.S. Postal Service, please send your email address to 

sdpf2000@aol.com for all future mailings.  Bonus:  Emailed newsletters are always in color! 

 

                                   ~ DUE$ ~ FUNDRAI$ER$ ~ $CHOLAR$HIP ~                                                                

Please send your check, made payable to SDPF, for Dues, Fundraisers and Scholarship to the Society’s 

new Treasurer:   Ed Bowman, Treasurer SDPF, 3715 Belt Blvd., Richmond, VA 23234 

 
~ DUES ~    $10 per year for adults; $2 per year for children under 18 years of age 

    See year printed after your name on your address label to learn through which year you have paid dues.   
If dues have not been paid for 2017, please remit with this form.  

 
Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  _________________________Email: __________________________________ 
 
         # Adults x $10 + # Children x $2 = Total for DUES: $__________ 
 

 

~ FUNDRAISERS ~ 

 

 
 
 
-Portraits of Peter and Catherine’s children  ~See newsletter article for ordering~   
___ Magnets - $3 each ………………………………………………………… $__________  
___ Locust Grove Notecards - $12 per set of 8 cards/envelopes ……………..  $__________ 
___ Peter Francisco Postcards  - $5 for 5 or only $10 for 15 …………………..  $__________ 
              
                Total for FUNDRAISERS: $__________ 
 

  

~ DONATION TO 2017 SCHOLARSHIP FUND ~                  $__________ 

    Please check and complete: 
_____ In Honor of Edith Francisco Buckley 
_____ In Honor of __________________________________________________ 
_____ In Memory of _________________________________________________ 
  

        

       OVERALL TOTAL:  $__________ 

Our 2017 magnet of the Marquis de Lafayette depicts 
his visit to Williamsburg, Virginia in 1781 – and his 
triumph in Yorktown at the surrender of General 
Cornwallis.  It is also a reminder of the Marquis’ 
subsequent ceremonial return to Williamsburg in 
1824 when he was awarded an honorary degree by 
The College of William & Mary, and at which time 
Peter Francisco accompanied him.  Theirs was a great 
friendship which began in 1777 when they were both 
wounded at the Battle of Brandywine, Pennsylvania.  
Since our October 2016 meeting was held in 
Williamsburg, the Marquis is a very appropriate 
subject to be honored on this collector’s magnet.   

mailto:sdpf2000@aol.com
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