
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Walking in Peter’s Footsteps 
 

Come celebrate the life of Peter 
Francisco in Historic Buckingham, 
Virginia!  The celebration will begin 
with our luncheon and annual meeting 
at the Arts Council Center.  As a special 
feature, a silent auction will be held for 
the purchase of Wesley Joyner’s 
Master’s Thesis about Peter Francisco.  
Bidding will start at $10.   
 
At 3:00 pm, our meeting will be opened 
to the public, and members will then 
have the opportunity to meet with 
citizens of Historic Buckingham to share 
information and memorabilia about 
Peter Francisco and the Society.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, members have been invited 
by Mr. Spencer Adams of Historic 
Buckingham to attend private tours of 
the Housewright House Museum 
(located within walking distance of the 
Arts Council Center) and the Historic 
Village at Lee Wayside (located 
approximately one mile east of 
Buckingham Courthouse).   
 
For more information about 
Buckingham, the Housewright House 
Museum and the Historic Village, please 
visit their website:  
 

 www.rootsweb.com/~vahb 
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You are cordially invited to attend 
 

  lUNCH and the ANNUAL MEETING 
 

of the 

Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2007 
12 o’clock noon 

  
The Courthouse Café in the 

Arts Council Center of Buckingham, Virginia 
Located 60 miles from Richmond on route 60 west 

 
     Reservations:  757.431.9168  or            Cost:  $12.95  
     e-mail:  dukester1@verizon.net            (plus tax & gratuity)  

  
 



 
Highlights of the 34th 

Anniversary of  
Peter Francisco Day 

 
On Sunday, March 18, Society members 
met in the Patrick Henry Executive 
Office Building in Richmond, Virginia, 
to celebrate Peter Francisco Day.   
 
Vice President Edith Buckley read a 
tribute to Quintus Massie and 
acknowledged other important 
contributors to the Society.  Member 
Anne Linares presented flowers to 
Quintus’ wife Louise and their 
daughter, Becky Dale. 
 
Fifteen magnets commemorating Peter 
Francisco Day were sold at the meeting.  
This fundraiser was a great success – a 
total of 30 were sold!  The next magnet 
fundraiser will be held in March 2008.      
 
Billy and Stacy Purvis and Jane 
McCroskey were selected as a planning 
committee for our March 2008 meeting 
which will be held in Guilford 
Courthouse, North Carolina.  
 
 

 
 

Members at wreath-laying ceremony 
at Peter’s gravesite in Shockoe Cemetery 

 
~ Christmas Ornaments ~ 
 
 

 
 
 
The Society’s 7th Limited Edition 
Ornaments will be available at our 
Annual Meeting.  In celebration of 
Peter’s life, we are offering an 
assortment of Colonial miniatures – 
fifers, drummers, a colonial lady and 
gentleman and historic buildings.  
Quantities of each are limited; therefore, 
if you have a preference, please specify 
and we will attempt to fulfill your 
request.   
 
Cost is only $12, including shipping 
and handling. If you cannot attend the 
annual meeting, you may place your 
order by using the enclosed form. 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Memorials 
 

A donation has been received from 
member Shalmir Grim in memory of 
Quintus Massie; her mother Evelyn 
Shorter Glenn; and her aunts, Frances 
Shorter Childress and Ida Shorter Craig.   

 



Genealogy Updates 
 

Please continue to send in your 
genealogy updates to Don Pruitt, 
Genealogy Chairman for the Society.  
Once completed, the chart will be placed 
on the Society’s website.   
 
If you would like to see the chart and 
help make any corrections/additions, 
please contact Don Pruitt at: 
stedon@earthlink.net or 8247 Doctor 
Craik Court, Alexandria, VA 22306. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

City of New Bedford                   
Honors Peter Francisco, 

Portuguese-American Patriot 
 

 
Colonial Honor Guard at the rededication of 

the “One Man Army” Peter Francisco Memorial 
 
The City of New Bedford Mayor’s Office 
and the Massachusetts Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution 
sponsored an event honoring Peter 
Francisco on Saturday, April 14, 2007.   
 
The celebration began with a parade 
through downtown New Bedford 
featuring   more than   fifteen marching 
units,    the    Sons    of    the     American 
 

 
Edith Buckley, great great granddaughter  

of Peter Francisco, poses with her VIP trolley 
before the parade 

 
 
Revolution,  Daughters  of the American  
Revolution, the Prince Henry Society, as 
well as other Portuguese associations 
and local veterans’ groups.   
 
The parade concluded at Peter Francisco 
Square, where 2nd Vice President Edith 
Buckley, great great granddaughter of 
Peter Francisco, addressed the crowd as 
the keynote speaker.  Also in attendance 
were Society President John Duke, 
Mayor Scott W. Lang, other local 
dignitaries, and the Colonial Honor 
Guard for the memorial site.   
 

 
President John Duke and 2nd Vice President 

Edith Buckley in Peter Francisco Square 



      
      
      
       

 
 
 
                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO 
www.peterfrancisco.org 

 
Purpose:  To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco 

            and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history. 
 
 
President                   1st Vice President          2nd Vice President 
John A. Duke, IV                 Erin E. W. Mwalwanda          Edith F. Buckley 
516 Crosby Road                2602 Bonnyrigg Court          3919 Keith Place 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452                Cedar Park, TX 78613          Annandale, VA 22003 
757-431-9168               512-250-0549           703-256-4147  
dukester1@verizon.net                 SDPF2000@aol.com               edith_buckley@yahoo.com      

                     
Treasurer    Recording Secretary         Corresponding Secretary 
Anne C. Wilson    Kirsten A. Lloyd        -- open – 
2613 Moray Lane   3219 French Street   
Cedar Park, TX 78613   Richmond, VA 23221 
512-249-0423    804-355-6474 
annecw1@aol.com  

 
If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,”  

please send it to writers/editors:  Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda. 



YOU can hear the cannons thunder…YOU can even smell the gunpowder… 
YOU can be THERE!!! 

 

                    
 
Come celebrate with the Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco at the 227th anniversary of the 
Battle of Guilford Courthouse.  It was during this pivotal battle that Peter became known for his bravery 
and tremendous strength.   
 
The Guilford Courthouse National Military Park has a week-long celebration planned to commemorate 
this historic battle.  The list of activities includes reenactments, lectures, guided and driving tours, period 
dancers, arms demonstrations and more.  For further information, please visit: www.nps.gov/guco or 
www.March1781.org  
 
The Society plans to spend the weekend at Guilford Courthouse to participate in these activities and to 
hold our Peter Francisco Day meeting on Sunday, March 16, 2008.  The Park Service has also granted us 
permission to hold a wreath-laying ceremony at Peter’s monument after our meeting.  The planning 
committee, which consists of Billy and Stacy Purvis and Jane McCroskey, is reserving a block of hotel 
rooms (for Friday, March 14 – Sunday, March 16), planning meals and acquiring a meeting room.  
Details for the weekend will be made available in our February 2008 newsletter.  Please mark your 
calendars now and start making your plans to attend!   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 

 

Please indicate below if you are interested in attending the celebration of Peter Francisco Day 
at Guilford Courthouse in March 2008, so that we may begin finalizing plans.  (Be sure to 
complete your membership/ornament order on the back of this form.) 
 
Name _________________________________________      Phone __________________________ 
Email _________________________________________ 
Number attending __________   Names _____________________________________________ 
Are you interested in staying in the block of reserved hotel rooms?  ______________________ 
Estimated nights you will be staying:   _____ Friday (3/14/08) 
      _____ Saturday (3/15/08) 
      _____ Sunday (3/16/08) 
 
Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for the meeting plans?  ________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To contact the Planning Committee, email Billy Purvis at dukester0401@hotmail.com 

Peter Francisco Monument 



Membership and Dues 
 
 
As the year 2007 draws to a close, we are excited to report that we have 116 “active” members – 
those who have paid their dues for the current year.  This surpasses our previous record in 
recent years of 106!   
 
During the past year, we have had major expenses, including the purchase of a new computer 
on which to store the important documents and records of the Society, making our treasury 
funds lower than usual.   The celebration of Peter Francisco Day at Guilford Courthouse will 
require some funding from the treasury in order to make it a memorable event.  Therefore, 
we encourage all members to participate in fundraisers and the membership drive.   
 
It is essential that all current members maintain their “active” status, and that those members 
with “inactive” status renew their membership, by paying their dues for 2008.  Collection of 
membership dues for 2008 begins in October 2007. 
 
Dues for Adults (18 and older) are $10.00;  for Children (17 and younger) dues are only $2.00. 
 
Please complete and mail the form below along with your dues and/or order and payment for 
ornaments to:   

Anne Wilson 
Treasurer SDPF 
2613 Moray Lane 
Cedar Park, Texas 78613 

 

(Please complete the March 2008 meeting form on the reverse side of this page.) 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership and Dues 
 
Name ___________________________________  Phone ____________________________ 
Address  _________________________________  Email  ____________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 
Dues  $_________ for ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check appropriate membership: 

___ Descendant                  ___ Associate            ___ Descendant/Child  
___ Friend                           ___ Friend/Child     
 

Christmas Ornament Orders 
 

Please indicate the number of each ornament style you would like to purchase.   
Orders are filled on a first-come/first-filled basis.  Cost is $12 each.   

 
Fifer _____         Drummer _____         Lady _____         Gentleman _____         Building _____ 

 
  Name: _________________________________________  Total: $____________________________ 


