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Walking in Peter’s Footsteps
As members continue to “walk in
Peter’s footsteps,” we will return to the
Buckingham area for our luncheon and
annual meeting which will be held at
the Depot Diner in Dillwyn, Virginia.
The Diner has an extensive menu from
which members may order.
In addition to usual business, our
agenda will include election of officers;
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discussion of creating a scholarship
fund; planning and promotion for our
March 2009 meeting to be held at St.
John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia; as
well as collection of dues and sale of
Christmas ornaments, note cards and a
few remaining 2008 magnets.
At the conclusion of the meeting,
members have been invited to visit
Locust Grove by the owners, Jim and
Beverly Morano.

You are cordially invited to attend
lUNCH and the ANNUAL MEETING
of the

Society of the Descendants of Peter Francisco
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2008
12 o’clock noon
The Depot Diner
341 Wildflower Lane, Dillwyn, Virginia
424.983.2821
From Route 60: take Route 15 North (at Sprouse’s Corner), 1.5 miles on the right
From Route 460: take Route 15 North, 1.5 miles past Sprouse’s Corner on right
(Depot Diner is directly adjacent to McDonalds)
R.S.V.P. to SDPF2000@aol.com or call John Duke at 757.431.9168

We heard the cannons thunder…
We smelled the gunpowder…
We were THERE!!!
Our meeting in celebration of Peter
Francisco Day was held the weekend of
March 14-16, 2008, at the Guilford
Courthouse National Military Park in
North Carolina and was a great success!
More than thirty Society members
traveled from as far away as Tennessee,
Florida and Texas to join in the activities
and to express their appreciation for
Peter’s legacy.
The weekend began with a welcome
social for attendees on Friday evening,
where members received name badges
and informational packets for the
weekend. On Saturday, members spent
the day at
Guilford Courthouse
National Military Park touring the
battlefield and museum, observing
living history demonstrations, and
watching the reenactment of the battle.

visitors attended a memorial service at
the Francisco Monument, and honored
Peter with a wreath-laying ceremony.
Immediately following, Society member
Travis Bowman, dressed in colonial
battle attire and carrying a replica 6-foot
broadsword, performed a dramatic
interpretation of Peter’s life.

Society member Travis Bowman
portrays Peter in a dramatic interpretation
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Museum Display Corrected

Society members, B.J. Craig, Erin Mwalwanda,
Alla Pruitt, Mary Ellen Poindexter, Don Pruitt,
Rebecca Mullins and John Mullins, gather in the
Guilford Courthouse Visitor’s Center.

A social gathering was held on Saturday
evening, allowing members the chance
to visit with one another and look
through Society memorabilia and
photographs.
On Sunday morning, members and park

Upon visiting the Guilford Courthouse
National Military Park Visitor’s Center
and its museum gallery, Society
member Don Pruitt noticed an
inaccurate description of an artifact once
belonging to Peter. He brought it to the
attention of the museum staff and,
through much detailed research and
correspondence, convinced them that
the artifact in question was a razor case
and not a portable writing desk.
We are pleased that they have agreed to
replace the incorrect label and we thank
Don Pruitt for his dedication in making
sure Peter’s legacy is represented
truthfully and accurately.

~ Christmas Ornaments ~

Locust Grove Note Cards
Now Available
Are you in need of a unique Christmas
gift or distinctive stationery for your
own use? We have the solution for you!
The Society is now offering Locust
Grove note cards for purchase. Each
card exhibits a beautiful picture of
Locust Grove on the front with Society
information on the back.
Cost is only $12.00 for a set of 8 cards
and 8 envelopes. Please place your
order by using the enclosed form.

The Society’s 8th Limited Edition
Christmas Ornaments will be available
at our Annual Meeting. In the tradition
of a Colonial Christmas, we are offering
miniature wreaths of fruit and greenery,
hanging gracefully from red ribbons.
These wreaths represent the hospitality
and artistic sense of the 18th century,
and can easily be imagined adorning the
doors and windows of Locust Grove.
Cost is only $12, including shipping
and handling. If you cannot attend the
annual meeting, you may place your
order by using the enclosed form.
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Among our Members
In honor of Hispanic Heritage Week,
Society member George Farias will be
giving a presentation about Peter
Francisco on Thursday, September 25,
2008, at San Antonio Community
College in San Antonio, Texas.
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EMAIL REQUEST
In an effort to deliver our newsletters to
you faster and reduce printing/mailing
costs, we will be emailing The Virginia
Giant to those members for whom we
have valid email addresses. If you
received this newsletter by mail and
you have an email address, please help
us in this transition by sending an email
to SDPF2000@aol.com.

SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO
www.peterfrancisco.org

Purpose: To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco
and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history.
President
John A. Duke, IV
516 Crosby Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23452
757-431-9168
dukester1@verizon.net

1st Vice President
Erin E. W. Mwalwanda
2602 Bonnyrigg Court
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-250-0549
SDPF2000@aol.com

2nd Vice President
Edith F. Buckley
3919 Keith Place
Annandale, VA 22003
703-256-4147
edith_buckley@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Anne C. Wilson
2613 Moray Lane
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-249-0423
annecw1@aol.com

Recording Secretary
Kirsten A. Lloyd
3219 French Street
Richmond, VA 23221
804-355-6474

Corresponding Secretary
-- open –

If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,”
please send it to writers/editors: Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda.

