
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS

AWARDED

The Society is proud to announce the recipients

of its first Lifetime Membership Awards:

Edith Francisco Buckley and J. Quintus Massie.

At our fall meeting on October 13, 2002, a

certificate of Lifetime Membership was

pre-sented to founding member and current 2
nd

Vice President, Edith Francisco Buckley, “for

out- standing and faithful service as member,

officer, and representative of the Society since its

organization in 1971 and for faithfully fulfilling

the purpose of the Society …”

Edith graciously accepted her award and later

wrote to the Board, “The Honor of Lifetime

Membership, a treasure to behold, is a touching

reminder of the part I have played in the SDPF

since its  founding, the privilege itself, an honor

… thank you for recognizing me as one of the

first to receive this award. To be recognized

simultaneously with J. Quintus Massie also

adds meaning as a recipient. No one else could

have filled his shoes …”

Our second recipient, J. Quintus Massie,

founding member and first President of the

Society, was unable to attend the meeting.

Presentation of his certificate of Lifetime

Membership will be made to him in Richmond,

Virginia, where he and his wife Louise have

moved recently.

The Society is forever grateful to Edith and

Quintus for their commitment and faithfulness

and is proud to recognize their dedication with

these well-deserved awards.



HIGHLIGHTS OF

FALL MEETING

The following officers were re-elected to serve
for  2003:

President – Allen Childress
1st Vice President – Erin Wilson Mwalwanda
2nd Vice President – Edith Buckley
Treasurer – Anne Wilson

We are in need of a recording secretary and a
corresponding secretary. At present, Anne
Wilson is acting recording secretary and Edith
Buckley is acting corresponding secretary.
Neither of these offices requires a lot of time, but
it would be bene-
ficial to the Society for other members to accept
positions on the Board. Please contact Edith or
Anne if you are interested in serving.

Greg Eanes has written a pamphlet entitled,
“Prelude to Yorktown – Tarleton’s Southside
Raid – and Peter Francisco’s famous fight”
which may be purchased from E&H Publishing
Co., Inc.,
P. O. Box 4, Burkeville, VA 23922. Cost is $5.95
+ $2.00 postage.

Society members Robby Dilley, age 11,

and his mother Margaret Dilley at the fall

meeting after Robby’s presentation,

“Peter Francisco, Giant of the American

Revolutionary War”

Edith Francisco Buckley (center),

recipient of Lifetime Membership, with

Treasurer Anne Wilson and President

Allen Childress

~Among our Members ~

Vice Presidents, Erin Mwalwanda and Edith

Buckley, represented the Society at the annual

meeting of the Portuguese-American Leadership

Council of the United States (PALCUS) in

October 2002 in Washington, DC, where they

met Ambassador Pedro Catarino and Antonio

Ricoca Freire, Minister, Embassy of Portugal.

We are saddened by the passing of the

following  members and friends of the Society:

Thomas E. Baker (Guilford Courthouse);

Kenneth B. Copes, Sr.; Dorothy T. Francisco;

Mrs. W. A. Moon (wife of William A. Moon,

author of The Portuguese Patriot); John Spencer

(owner of land adjacent to Locust Grove);

Virginia McLeod Wilkins



A Memorial Fund contribution has been made in

memory of Rosalie Pettus Francisco (great

granddaughter of Peter Francisco) by her son,

John S. Barret

GREG EANES TO SPEAK AT

30
TH

ANNIVERSARY OF

PETER FRANCISCO DAY

Greg Eanes, author of “Tarleton’s Southside

Raid – and Peter Francisco’s famous fight,” will

be our guest speaker at the 30
th

Anniversary of

Peter Francisco Day on Sunday, March 16.

Mr. Eanes holds a B.S. in Occupational

Education and an M.A. in Military History.  He

is a 25-year military veteran, an Air Force

Reserve intelligence officer, and recipient of the

Bronze Star Medal for meritorious wartime

achievement during the Persian Gulf War. He

was general manager of the family-owned

newspaper, The Crewe-Burkeville Journal, from

1993 until it was sold in 1999. He is currently on

the faculty of Randolph-Henry High School in

Charlotte County, Virginia, and the adjunct

faculty of Southside Virginia Community College

in Keysville, Virginia.

VIRGINIA LEGENDS

WALK OF FAME

It is time, once again, for the Virginia Legends

Walk of Fame. We encourage you to take time to

nominate Peter Francisco either online at

www.va-legends.com or by completing and

mailing the form below. It is a very simple

process in which every member can participate

to help “give Peter Francisco his rightful place

in history.” Please do your part. Deadline for

nominations is March 3, 2003.

MEMBERSHIP/DUES

As of February 2, the Society had 90 “active”

members (those who have paid dues for the

current year 2003). Dues are used to cover the

costs of printing newsletters, stationery, postage,

domain name, state registration for the Society,

phone, prizes, honoraria, etc. Newsletters are

sent to a mailing list of 180 --  86 families/

members; 36 prospect families; and 58 compli-

mentary copy recipients.

If you are not sure if you have paid your dues,

simply check your address label on this news-

letter. The numbers after your name indicate

through what year your dues have been paid. If

there is an “03” or later year after your

name, your dues have been paid; if not, please

mail your dues to Anne Wilson, Treasurer

SDPF, 109 Justice Grice, Williamsburg,

VA 23185

ART CONTEST

“Brush” off those canvases, paints, cameras, clay,

etc. and be prepared to share your artistic talents

with fellow members of the Society. Your

original artwork should, of course, relate to

Peter Francisco, his family,  achievements,  etc.

The deadline for this contest has been

extended until the 2003 Fall Meeting.

Bring your artwork to the meeting in October for

judging. Prizes will be awarded at that time.

Age categories are: 4-7 years; 8-12 years; 13-17

years; 18 years and older.

http://www.va-legends.com


SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO

Purpose:  To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco

and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history.

President 1
ST

vice President 2
nd

Vice President

Allen B. Childress Erin W. Mwalwanda Edith F. Buckley

6549 Masons View Lane 5113 Columbia Road 3919 Keith Place

Roanoke, VA 24018 Columbia, MD 21044 Annandale, VA 22003

540.989.7225 (410) 964-5772 703.256.4147

allen.childress@cox.net SDPF2000@aol.com edith_buckley@yahoo.com

Treasurer Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary

Anne C. Wilson -- open -- -- open –

109 Justice Grice

Williamsburg, VA 23185

757.220.2425

annecw1@aol.com

mailto:allen.childress@cox.net
mailto:SDPF2000@aol.com


If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant”

please send it to writers/editors:  Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda


