
Highlights of Fall Meeting

“Walking in Peter’s Footsteps …”

The Society held its fall meeting at The
Brickhouse Run in Petersburg, Virginia, on
Sunday, October 17, 2004. Ella and Steve
Dickinson, owners of this quaint,
British-style pub and restaurant in the Old
Town section of Petersburg, were gracious to
open their doors just for us so that we had
private dining and a lovely setting for our
meeting. During our delightful meal we
were able to enjoy the beautiful antiques and
décor and were also entertained by an
ongoing presentation of photos from past
meetings taken by Bill Wilson.

Following our business meeting, members
were given a guided tour of Old Blandford
Church of Bristol Parish. The Parish was
founded by Peter Jefferson (father of
Thomas Jefferson) and Blandford Church is
rich in Colonial, Revolutionary, War of 1812
and Confederate history. The Church is one
of only six buildings containing all Tiffany,
pot-glass windows. Afterwards, members
toured Blandford Cemetery and paid
respects at the gravesite of Susan Brooke,
daughter of Peter Francisco.



Society Officers for 2005

Elected During Fall Meeting

We are delighted to present the Society
Officers for 2005. You will note that there
are some unfamiliar names included this
year. Our new President is John Duke. John
lives in Virginia Beach with his wife
Barbara and their two children, Andrew and
Heather. The entire family has been active
in the Society since 2001. Our new
Recording Secretary is Kirsten Lloyd of
Richmond, Virginia. Kirsten is a new
member and the daughter of Wobanc
Danforth who has been a member since
2002. Three officers have remained in their
positions: 1st Vice President Erin
Mwalwanda; 2nd Vice President Edith
Buckley; and Treasurer Anne Wilson.

We are grateful for the leadership and
commitment that Allen Childress has
provided for many years as the Society’s
president and we know that he and his wife
Ama will continue to play a vital part in our
organization.

~~~~

Barbara Duke, wife of our new President, John Duke,
at the front of the Custom House, Yorktown, Virginia,
where bricks will be placed later this year as a
memorial to Peter Francisco. John and Barbara
represented the Society at a reception for those who
had donated bricks for the walkway.

Mark Your Calendars …

This year’s fall meeting will be held in
Yorktown, Virginia! As we continue to
“Walk in Peter’s Footsteps,” we will visit
historic Yorktown where Cornwallis
surrendered, thus ending the Revolutionary
War. (Peter Francisco was present at the
surrender.) We will also visit the Custom
House where the Society has donated
memorial bricks in the walkway honoring
Peter Francisco. Tentative plans are to have
our lunch and meeting at the Custom House,
to take a private tour and to participate in the
Victory Center activities. Tentative dates
are October 15-16 -- the weekend
Yorktown celebrates our victory over the
British.

Greetings from your new

President John Duke

“I would like to thank all of our members
for giving me their trust and electing me
President of our special Society. Our
research, remembrances and deeds not only
honor Peter Francisco, but they honor all of
the brave Americans who fought for our
independence from tyrannical rulers. Even
today, America’s brave young men and
women continue this struggle for liberty and
freedom. I am sure that the spirit of Peter
Francisco is with our troops as they continue
the struggle for freedom throughout the
world.”

“I am very proud to have the opportunity to
serve as your President. One of my main
goals will be to expand our membership by
increasing the visibility of our organization
to all of Peter’s rightful descendants. More
importantly, I would like to get our current
members more involved in honoring Peter’s
legacy. If you have any ideas or ways to
make our organization more interesting and
fun, please contact me and share your
thoughts. I look forward to getting to know
you better as the Society marches forward.”



Member$hip,

Due$ and Expen$e$

As of February 2, the Society had 78
“active” members (those who have paid
their dues for the current year 2005). Since
collection of dues is our main source of
income, your prompt payment is very
important and greatly appreciated.

Dues for adults (18+) are only $10.00; for
children (under 18) only $2.00. Enlist
other family members – or join for your
children and/or grandchildren. Membership
in the Society is a great gift!

Please send your dues for 2005 to:
Anne Wilson, Treasurer SDPF

109 Justice Grice
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Welcome,  New Members: Kirsten Lloyd;
Bill and Stacy Purvis; Myra G. Francisco;
Gail Coffman; and Anderson Corum, infant
son of Ashby Corum.

~~~~

Old Blandford Church of Bristol Parish

Petersburg, Virginia

~~
In Memory …

We are saddened by the passing of
Charles Peter Francisco,
brother of Edith Buckley.

~~

DAR to Mark Gravesite of

Susan Brooke Francisco

The National Society, Daughters of the
American Revolution has approved the
plans of the Commonwealth Chapter,
NSDAR, in Richmond, Virginia, to mark
the gravesite of Peter Francisco’s   daughter,
Susan Brooke Francisco, in Blandford
Cemetery, in Petersburg, Virginia.

When final arrangements for the marking
are made, the Society will be notified and
members will be invited to attend. The
Society will share in the cost of this
marking. Donations to help defray this
expense may be made to the Society.

~~

Going once … Going twice …

Sold to …

The object up for bid is a signed copy to the
Society, of Mount Vernon Love Story, a
novel of George and Martha Washington,
by Mary Higgins Clark

The Society received this personalized copy
of the Washingtons’ beautiful love story
after making a donation of $100 to the
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association. The
MVLA is responsible for maintaining
Mount Vernon and educating our citizens
about the significant contributions our “First
President” and “Father of our Country”
made to our nation.

We, in turn, are offering Mount Vernon Love
Story for sale as a fundraiser. Bidding will
begin at $25. You may mail your bid to:
Anne Wilson, Treasurer SDPF
109 Justice Grice, Williamsburg, VA 23185;
phone in your bid to 757-220-2425; or email
your bid to annecw1@aol.com. Bids must
be received by Saturday, March 12.

Announcement of the highest bidding
“winner” will be made at our celebration of
Peter Francisco Day on Sunday, March 13.

mailto:annecw1@aol.com


SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER FRANCISCO
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Purpose:  To compile and maintain the documented records of Peter Francisco

and his descendants and to give him his rightful place in history.
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Vice President

John A. Duke, IV Erin W. Mwalwanda Edith F. Buckley

516 Crosby Road 2602 Bonnyrigg Court 3919 Keith Place

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 Cedar Park, TX 78613 Annandale, VA 22003

757-431-9168 512-250-0549 703-256-4147

dukester1@verizon.net SDPF2000@aol.com edith_buckley@yahoo.com

Treasurer Recording Secretary Corresponding Secretary

Anne C. Wilson Kirsten A. Lloyd -- open –

109 Justice Grice 3219 French Street

Williamsburg, VA 23185 Richmond, VA 23221

757-220-2425 804-353-2452

annecw1@aol.com

If you have any news for the next issue of “The Virginia Giant,” please send it to

writers/editors:  Anne Wilson and/or Erin Mwalwanda
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